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HOW LIGHT CAN AN HF HAM RADIO FIELD KIT GET?
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1 Month to Assemble
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A lightweight high-frequency ham radio kit can improve intelligence gathering and help determine whether to move, shelter in place, or identify a safer egress route. Keep it light, purpose-built, and field tested.
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Built a lightweight HF Ham radio kit around a (tr)uSDX, EFHW antenna, CW key, NESTOUT battery, and adapter. Packed in a waterproof Pelican case, the complete kit weighs 3.66 lbs and serves as the long-range communications component of my ARK Pack. The goal was simple: maintain HF capability without adding unnecessary weight to an already purpose-built long-range get-home system.
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·	 A waterproof hard case is helpful protection for all equipment.
·	 Lightweight comms solution works.
·	 Had to forego cost-effective for lightweight equipment.
·	 Compact is crucial as an ARK pack is limited on space.
·	 A water inundated pack won't affect the comms kit.
·	 Proper field set up and use is critical to your get home mission.
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Every item must earn its weight. A stout comms kit requires careful planning to operate properly in austere conditions, but also space limitations in a pack.  Having the ability to quickly get comms up without weather or water compromising the equipment is crucial to successful field intelligence gathering and mobility.

patri
Text Box
·	 Bags become overloaded, lightweight options are necessary.
·	 Heavier weight reduces stealth.
·	 Navigation skills are still required with good comms.
·	 Poor comms, or no comms can limit mobility.
·	 Weather can damage equipment, waterproofing is crucial.
·	 Not being able to charge equipment renders it useless.
·	 Cheap doesn't work if I wanted all lightweight options.
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Ordered all gear as small and lightweight as possible.
The goal was 3lbs. or under. (Went over goal) Total = 3.66lbs
Practiced on which items mattered most over a month.
Worked on multiple channels to ensure proper transmission.
Used a lightweight solar panel to recharge the NESTOUT to help extend communications capability.


	Check Box1: Yes
	Check Box6: Off
	Check Box7: Yes
	Check Box8: Off
	Check Box9: Off
	Check Box10: Off
	Check Box11: Off
	Check Box12: Off
	Check Box13: Off
	Check Box14: Off
	Check Box15: Off
	Check Box16: Off
	Check Box17: Off
	Check Box18: Off
	Check Box19: Off
	Check Box21: Off
	Check Box22: Yes
	Check Box23: Off
	Check Box24: Off
	Check Box25: Off
	Check Box26: Off
	Check Box27: Off
	Check Box28: Yes
	Check Box29: Off
	Check Box30: Yes
	Check Box31: Off
	Check Box32: Off
	Check Box33: Off
	Check Box34: Yes
	Check Box35: Off
	Check Box36: Yes
	CATEGORIES: [SKILLS]
	SEASON DROPDOWN: [SUMMER]
	UPLOAD PHOTO 1: 
	UPLOAD PHOTO 2: 
	UPLOAD PHOTO 3: 
	UPLOAD PHOTO 4: 
	PRIMARY TOOL / ITEM: [Radio / Communications]
	info@tertiaryprepper: 
	com: 



